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“……. is like a donkey 
carrying a sac of  gold.  
It knows only the weight 
but not its value.”



“A research paper is an organized description 
of hypotheses, data and conclusions, 
intended to instruct the reader.                                          
If your research does not generate papers, it 
might just as well not have been done” 

G. Whitesides, Advanced Materials, 2004, 16, 1375

“If it wasn’t published, it wasn’t done” 
E.H. Miller 1993



Research has to be 
communicated.

Without this, research
is unfinished.

The time, energy &  
money spent should
not be wasted.

Authors, editors  
publishers, & 

sponsors all have 
ethical obligations  
with regard to the         
publication of the         

results of research.

Authors have a duty to 
make publicly available 
the results of their 
research & are 
accountable for the   
accuracy of their results.
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Negative and 
inconclusive as well as 
positive results must 

be published or 
otherwise made 

publicly available.

Sources of funding, 
institutional 

affiliations and 
conficts of interest 

must be declared in 
the publication.

Reports of research 
not in accordance with 

the principles of this 
Declaration should not 

be accepted for 
publication.
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29% of Clinical trials in US 
remain unpublished 5 years 
after they were completed. 
250,000 people have taken 
part in unpublished trials and 
have therefore been exposed 
to all the risks involved in 
research without the benefits 
to society they were led to 
believe would happen.

Sarah Boseley

Guardian 29 Oct 2013
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Not relevant to the journal

Guidelines not followed

3 Plagiarism

Similar articles +
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A 75-year-Old 
Type 2 DM is affluent, 
Lives at home 
Can safely socially isolate. 

20-year- Old man 
Lives in a crowded apartment 
Works full-time at a Store.
Earns minimum wage. 

INFECTION SEVERITY

Age Fatality Years lost After Vax Years 
Saved

20 1/1000 60/1000 6/1000 54

75 100/1000 500/1000 50/1000 450
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Published
(3)

Published
(37)

Negative Studies in 
literature

(3)

Positive Studies in 
literature

(37)

Negative Studies
(36)

Positive Studies
(38)

Publication Bias in Anti-depressant Trials
Turner et al, 2008. NEJM

Approved drugs
74



50%

Positive Results among drug trials 
registered in ClinicalTrials. gov

INDUSTRY FUNDED GOVERNMENT FUNDED

Bourgeois, F.T., Murthy, S. and Mandl, K.D., 2010. Outcome reporting 
among drug trials registered in ClinicalTrials. gov. Annals of internal 
medicine, 153(3), pp.158-166.



Trials are flawed by design. 
Poor Comparator.

An existing drug at an inadequate dose 
or
A placebo

Selecting Study Subjects:
More likely to get better. 

Interim Analysis:
Interim Analysis & stop the trial early if 
the results are favourable.

Refuse to publish if negative.

How Pharma-Funded Research Cherry-Picks 
Positive Results



MALCOLM PEARCE (1994 – ’95)



Geoffrey Chamberlain 1995







What is the time lag in Translational research?
The answer is 17 years!

https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/The-answer-is-17-years%2C-what-is-the-question%3A-
time-Morris-Wooding/4be7607e3a8b61dfec064dc1aa89fd3ddcb255c9
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VACCINATED DOG?









The most significant ethical issue in TR is 
making the scientific methods less rigorous to 
shorten time.

During pandemics shortening the timeline 
from basic research to bedside is crucial. 

It is necessary to establish well defined 
requisites to guarantee the ethicality.

Translational research it is not risk-free. 





The penumbra of translational research tends to 
incorporate tight financial connections between 
sponsors, scientists and clinical investigators. 

It is these aspects of translational research that
raise some serious ethical challenges. 

(Sugarman and McKenna, 2003, 1)

Translational research – Ethical Concerns 







CHIM studiesControlled Human Infection Model studies

Justification.

Risk minimization.

Compensation.

Professional volunteerism.

Developed Economies.





Science is not inherently ethical

“Science without ethics is lame, 
and ethics without science is 
blind.”

“Scientific discovery can open a 
Pandora’s box of both treasures 
and horrors.”





Thank you

drnarendran@gmail.com


